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SF F all the caftern ftories that have 

#C hitherto made their appearance in 
® Englifh, there is not one that con- 
veys fo perfect and beautiful a mo- 
Wy ral as that of the prince Ruzvan- 
: » {chad and the princefs Cheheriftany, 
in the firft volume of the Perfian Tales. Ruzvanfchad 





was king of China, and Cheheriftany princefS of an 
iland of Genies. They fell defperately in love with 
each other, and after the ufual delays, were married in 
due form in the ifland of Cheheriftan, where the lady 
was queen. But before the folemnization of this mar- 


riage, 
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riage, the princefs of the Genies addreffed the king of 
China in the following manner. “ I am not going, 
‘« faid fhe, to make your majefty any unreafonable re- 
‘ queft, though the power I have over you, and the 
‘ fuperiority of my nature, claim obedience in all 


ce 


things; I fhall only demand a promife from you, 


cc 


that for the honour of your queen, and for our mu- 
* tual happinefs, you will blindly comply with me in 
‘* every thing I have a mind to do. The Genies are 


*‘ never in the wrong. If therefore at any time my 


«ec 


actions fhould happen to appear unaccountable and 
“ extravagant, fay within yourfelf, my wife has reafon 


<*« for what fhe does: for it is impoffible that we fhould 


cc 


live together in love and harmony, unlefs you im- 
*« plicitly believe that I am always inthe right.” The 
king, according to the univerfal cuftom of lovers, pro- 
mifed very readily to think in all things as his prince(s 
would have him ; and the marriage was celebrated with 
all imaginable fplendor. 

Tue fequel of the ftory informs us, that his majefty 
of China did not abfolutely keep his royal promife ; for 
that upon certain trifling occafions, fuch, for inftance, 
as the queen’s flinging her fon into the fire, giving her 
daughter to be devoured by a wild beaft, deftroying the 
provifions of his whole army, and the like (which are 
only allegorical expreflions, fignifying a mamma's giving 
up her fon to the fire of his paffions, carrying her 
daughter to the mafquerade, and confuming the fub- 
ftance of her hufband) he not only thought her in 
the wrong, but had the rafhnefs to tcll her fo. Here 
begins the mifery of this royal and once happy couple ; 
the queen feparates herfelf from her hufband, and at 


the end of ten whole years, confents to cohabitation 


upon 
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upon no other terms than a renewal of the old promife, 
ratified by an oath. The ftory adds, that the king of 
' China, having feen his error, never failed to acknowledge 
the wifdom of his queen in all fhe did, and that they lived 
to an extreme old age, the happieft monarchs of the eaft. 

Ir every hufband in England was to read this ftory 
night and morning till he had got it by heart; and, in 
imitation of the king of China, if he would confider 
himfelf as a mere fon of Adam, and his wife of the 
fuperior nature of the Genies, the happinefs of his life 
would in all probability be fecured: for I am fully per- 
fuaded that all the infelicities of the married ftate are 
oceafioned by men’s finding fault with the conduct of 
their wives, and imagining themfelves to be fitter for 
goverment than for obedience. 

For my own part, I have always looked upon the 
hufband to be the head of his wife, juft in the fame 
manner as a fountain is the head of a ftream ; which only 
finds fupplies for it’s wanderings, without directing the 
current which way it fhall flow. It may poffibly be 
objected that wives are commanded in a certain book, 
called the bible, to be obedient to their hufbands ; but 
a lady of my acquaintance, who isa great cafuift in 
divinity, feems to have fet this matter in a true light, 
hy obferving, that as moft of the commentators upon 
the new teftament have agreed that fome ¢f it’s particu- 
lar commands and prohibitions are merely local and 
temporary, and intended only as cautions to the chritti- 
ins againft giving fcandal to the jews and heathens, 
among whom they lived; fhe makes no manner of 
doubt that obedience to hufbands was among the num- 
ber of thefe commands, and that it might be right to 
obferve it in the infancy of chriftianity, but not now. 

Many 
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Many perfons as well chriftians as others, are of 
opinion, that to command is neither the province of the 
wife nor the hufband ; and that to advife or entreat is 
all that either has a right to. But this I take to be 
wrong policy ; for as every private family is a little ftate 
within itfelf, there fhould be a fuperior and laws, or 
all will be anarchy and confufion: and as it is indifpu- 
table that the wife knows more of family affairs than 
the hufband, there is no reafon in the world for taking 
the command out of her hands. 

Everysopy fees that when men keep miftreffes they 
commence fubjects under an abfolute tyranny ; and that 


a wife fhould have lefs authority, is, in my own 


private opinion, a very hard cafe; efpecially if it be 


confidered, that fhe is not only one flefh with her 
hufband, but, as the univerfal phrafe is, his serrer 
PART. Everybody knows too, that good-humour in 
a wife is the moft neceffary of all the virtues to fecure 
the happinefs of a hufband; and how is her good- 
humour to be preferved, if fhe is to be under perpetual 
controul ? It isno new difcovery, that the firft with of a 
woman is power; if therefore you give the fcepter into 
her hand, and entreat her to fay and to do according 
to her own good pleafure, it will be almoft impoffible 
for her to be always out of temper. 

But the fubordination of hufbands will appear to be 
of greater neceflity, if it be confidered how unfit almoft 
every man is to govern himfelf. I have known huf- 
bands of hopeful difpofitions, who from being left en- 
tirely to their own management, have run into every 
excefs of riot and debauchery ; when it has been ob- 
vious, that had their wives exerted the proper authority 
over them, they would have made the fobereft and the 

mecekeft 
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meekeft men alive. How thankful therefore ought we 
to be, that our wives are enclined to take upon them- 
felves the troublefome office of government, and to leave 
to their hufbands the eafy duty of obedience, which a 
child of fix years old is as capable of performing, as 
his father of forty ! 

I nave indeed heard it objected, that all women are 
not fufficiently qualified for the government of their 
hufbands. But by whom is this objection made? By 
fome obftinate old batchelor, who for want of conver- 
fing with the fex, has formed very erroneous opinions 
of their dignity and abilities. To decide this queftion, 
I-would only appeal to thofe hnfbands, who have lived 
ina conftant ftate of fubjection to their wives; and if 
any one of them dare tell me that he has once wifhed 
to be his own matter, I will be a batchelor in unbelief. 


It has alfo been objected, that the tyranny of a wife 


may fometimes be a little more abfolute than the huf- 
band may with it to be ; but it has always been a maxim, 
that an abfolute monarchy is the beft, provided that we 
know, and havea right of chufing our ruler: the huf- 
band therefore fhould be {fatisfied with a {mall extenfion 
of the prerogative, whofe monarch is not only of his 
own chufing, but one whom he has courted to reign 


over him. 

Ir is matter of no {mall fatisfaction to me, that by 
vindicating the fovereignty of the ladies, I am doing 
fervice to my king and country: for while men are 
Kept under a continued {tate of fubjection at home, they 
will fubmit with more alacrity to the laws, and feel a 
deficiency of thofe fpirits, which for want of proper 
controul, might lead them into riots, infurrections and 
rebellions. It were to be wifhed indeed that the !adies 

would 
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would drop the ftudy of national politics, and confine 
themfelves to family government only: for while a huf- 
band is no other than the vaffal of his wife, a female 
jacobite (unlefs fhe fhould happen to be ugly or an 
old maid) may be a dangerous creature. I {hall there- 
fore conclude this paper by recommending it to the 
adminiftration to have a particular eye to thofe femina- 
ries of female learning, known by the name of 
BOARDING scHoots. It might not be improper if 
the oaths of allegiance and abjuration were to be admi- 
niftered to the fuperiors and MADEMOISELLEs of all 
fuch colleges, or if the head of his prefent majefty 
king George was to be worked by every pretty mifs 
at the bottom of her fampler. 
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